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Dear students and families, 
 
October was another month filled with great learning and great opportunities for our 
students.  The highlight of the month was certainly STEAM Week which provided all our 
students and staff the opportunity to be engaged for an entire week in project based 
learning.  Students and staff were enthusiastic and appreciative to have the opportunity 
to participate in hands-on projects that were relevant and allowed them to see 
immediate results of their work.  I was very impressed with the students’ and teachers’ 
commitment and dedication during the entire week.  Many students shared with me that 
they found this style of learning to be more effective as they were able to learn better 
and retain more of the material taught to them.  As a STEAM school our goal is to 
increase the number of opportunities our students and staff have to engage in project 
based learning. To accomplish this goal our staff is working with our STEAM coach to 
develop new projects to be implemented soon.  I look forward to inviting you to our 
Exhibition of Learning for you to view some of the projects in May/June. 
 
During the same week we also celebrate the artistic talents of all our students during the 
Arts Matter Day! on October 26.  It was a pleasure to hear our Jazz Band welcome their 
fellow students to school early in the morning, to hear the voices of our newly formed a 
capella group, and to enjoy the drawings and paintings of our students displayed 
throughout the school.  The arts do matter at Fuller as we strive to create critical 
thinkers, curious learners and productive adults. 
 
Lastly, I want to remind you to review your child’s progress report and reach out to us 
should you have any concerns.  Our school counselors and teachers are happy to meet 
with you to provide additional supports to your child should it be needed.  Additionally, 
please be aware that applications for the next cycle of the afterschool program, which is 
scheduled to start on Jan 7, 2019, will be sent to the families electronically on Nov 26, 
2018. 
As always, I thank you for your continue4d support and collaboration. 
  
José P. Duarte, Principal 
Fuller Middle School   

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

We are excited to 
announce that we are 
partnering with Daniel’s 
Table, a nonprofit 
organization that helps 
families with meals 
during periods of need. 
We now have a freezer 
located at Fuller Middle 
School with frozen meals 
that we can send home 
with families or students. 
This program is intended 
to provide short term 
help to families. 
  

If you and your family need help and could benefit from a meal please contact our Social  
Worker, Stephanie Chamberlain (schamberlain@framingham.k12.ma.us , 508-782-7111) or our School Counselor, 
Rebecca Harrington (rharrington@framingham.k12.ma.us , 508-782-7114). 

We also have a list of food pantries and other resources if you need more long term help. The food is fully cooked, 
balanced meals that can be reheated in the oven or a microwave.   
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October Falcons of the Month 
 
Blue: Kody Decoff 
Green: Luis de Leon   
Specials: John Peter Monteiro, Liam Regan, Lyssa Siqueira 
Opal: Matheus Costa 
Lime: Vincent Chaves 
Platinum: Caroline Cella 
Gold: Ingrid Rivera, Ana Jimenez, Carolina Holanda 
Crimson: Dylan Goncalves 
Tangerine: Donovan Blue 
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Happy October! Overall, the students are transitioning into 6th grade smoothly. We would like to 
remind families to check their students’ backpacks for their student’s agenda/planner. In their 
planners you will find the homework assignments. Both Math and ELA teachers give a weekly 
packet. Your child may have nightly homework in Science, World Geography, and World Languages. 
 
Progress Reports came out October 26 with parent signature slips to be returned to the homeroom 
teachers.  If you have questions about a particular grade please have your student speak directly 
with their teachers. In addition, students can stay after with 6th grade teachers: Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursdays from 2:30-3:00. 
 
As for the classroom, students are diving into many different topics and are finding the fast pace a 
little challenging. Nevertheless, they are trying their best to stay on top of their work and all of the 
teachers are really excited to see this effort. In English Language Arts, students are reading folktales 
and performing a Readers’ Theater in class to demonstrate their understanding of performing a 
folktale. In Math class they have been practicing unit rate concepts by comparing prices from 
grocery ads from Roche Bros and Stop & Shop. In Science, students have just finished the 
measurement unit with a final density assessment. They learned about many scientific tools 
including graduated cylinders and triple beam balances. In World Geography, the students continue 
to learn about geography terms and cities, states, continents and other locations.  
 
Finally, the sixth grade students participated in the Massachusetts STEAM week. STEAM is an 
acronym for science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics. Our sixth graders completed a 
unit on Building a Lunar Colony, in which they designed their own model for living in space. The 
lunar environment is very different than the environment here on Earth. Each day, the students built 
their knowledge of what would be needed to build a successful colony on the MOON! It was a great 
opportunity to have some experiential learning around a given topic.  
 
 
 
 



7th GRADE TEAMS 
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In Ms. Paradiso's ELA class, students are reading The Outsiders and studying the structure of a story. 
We are working on making claims and finding strong evidence to support our points. Last week, we 
analyzed all the characters we have met so far and worked in teams to document their character traits 
and make a chain showing their relationships to one another. In the coming weeks, we will continue to 
build our writing skills by writing paragraphs, writing a newspaper article, and ultimately completing a 
"You vs. Who" assignment in which students will choose a character to whom they relate and decide 
on a creative way to show their similarities and differences. 
 
Tangerine ELA students have worked hard on reading The Outsiders and pushing their analysis skills by 
close reading key passages of the novel. They also have done some exceptional work in expanding how 
they think and write through rigorous small-group discussions and note-taking." 
 
Mrs Haranas Social Studies: The first two months of school have been GREAT! The students have 
settled in nicely.  As I mentioned in open house, I plan to send out a monthly newsletter via e-mail. I 
sent one out at the beginning of October.  If you have not received an e-mail from me, I do not have 
your e-mail, or the one I have is incorrect. 
Students have learned about Archaeology, dating methods, primary & secondary sources.  With these 
fundamental skills, students will be prepared to learn about ancient civilizations.  Currently, we are 
exploring early humans and how they evolved into modern day humans. Students are analyzing the 
physical features and accomplishments of each hominid group.  We have started out first project in our 
interactive notebooks! Students are creating their own archaeological dig site! I can't wait to see what 
they "dig" up! 
 
Ms. Pomeroy’s social studies class has been learning about early humans and the varying capabilities of 
these different hominids as they evolved over time. Students made trading cards for each of these 
hominids. We also looked at archaeological records of these humans and discussed how social 
scientists use archaeology to make inferences about the past. We are starting to discuss the migration 
patterns of these early humans and how they started coming together to create the first civilizations. 
 
 
In Science, Mr. Faller’s classes are continuing the study of the ecosystem.  They have been reading and 
highlighting articles that expose students to important vocabulary terms about ecosystems.  Students 
are learning about the different aspects of an ecosystem and how they interact with each other. 
Mrs. Coonan’s science classes are moving forward from heat energy to energy transfer.  The students 
are working in their chromebooks to publish a “Radiometer Science Lab Report”.  For STEAM week, our 
students worked on a project called “Kinetic Structures”. Please encourage your children to share their 
information with you!  I2learning.org. 
 
Ms. Penaloza’s math class finished the Rational Numbers Unit soon after STEAM week. There will be an 
end-of-unit assessment before moving onto our next unit, which is Ratios and Proportional 
Relationships. Also in math, Tangerine TEAM in math, 7th grade students discovered how to efficiently 
convert fractions to decimals by utilizing powers of 10 in the denominator.  Additionally, they used 
long division to determine terminating and repeating decimals. CUBES and 3 – Read strategies in real 
world problems are also used to enhance student mathematical literacy.    
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https://twitter.com/i2learning?lang=en
https://twitter.com/i2learning?lang=en
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 8TH GRADE TEAMS 
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We are excited that Fall has arrived and cooler weather is upon us  because the school building more 
comfortable for teaching and learning. October was quite busy for both the Blue and Green teams, 
aka Ocean Team.   
 
We are happy to announce that all students are up and running with one-to-one 
Chromebooks.  Students have been assigned  Chromebooks and a carry bag, which they collect 
during morning homeroom for use in each class throughout the day, including specials.  All teachers 
are working to refine their technology skills and integrate using the Canvas platform in class on a 
more regular basis, including integrating other digital media into lessons and activities.  We’re all 
very excited to move forward with this new way of thinking about  21st Century skills. Our students 
are learning and using them on a daily basis. 
 
Additionally, during Massachusetts STEAM Week, our 8th graders had the amazing opportunity to 
participate in our exciting themed project called “Surgical Techniques.”  The 8th grade teachers 
spent time over the summer with the company i2 Learning, which provided the training and 
materials for all of the lessons. From the beginning of school until the kickoff on Monday, October 
22, Ocean teachers, along with Administration and our Phys Ed teachers, prepared and collaborated 
during the entire week, including the schedule, lessons, safety instructions, sorting materials, 
obtaining additional materials, student group, etc., on top of functioning day to day with business as 
usual.  However, all of the pre-work, time and effort proved to be worth the extra hours as the 
students were given a chance to experience hands-on learning in 8th grade like never before.  
 
Some examples of the great opportunities for the eighth graders were: 
•  Identify structures of the brain and its functions through the creation of brain hats and the 

dissection of sheep brains, following strict lab protocols and to learn about the effects of 
traumatic brain injuries 

• Prove through hand washing that this can help prevent bacteria 
• Compare different types of bone fractures and create casts for models of broken bones and 

simulate a treatment for a bone fracture 
• Create 3D models representing parts of different types of cells 

 
Our STEAM week project also included an arts component, so our students really had the chance to 
explore and experience a full-on STEAM project.  The week was a great success and culminated in an 
Exhibition of Learning where the students proudly showcased their work from the week. It was clear 
that our students thoroughly enjoyed themselves this week and were happy taking a break from the 
regular routine of the traditional school schedule. 
 
Lastly, our STEAM week ties in nicely with the visit on November 16th to Keefe Technical High 
School.  Experiencing our project will help the students better understand the type of hands-on 
education that Keefe has to offer as an alternative to FHS or other private schools. 
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As we wind down the third month of the school year, Crimson students continue to apply 
themselves with rigor and commitment to their academics.  They are learning independence and 
ownership for their academics and behavior. 
 
In math we will transition into the ratios and proportions unit, geometry unit, and number sense 
unit.  Students have learned about base power of ten as well as expanded notation, standard form, 
and place value. 
 
In Social Studies we are focusing on the essential question: Why would someone leave their home 
to start a new life somewhere else? The students are learning about the 13 colonies. We recently 
compared and contrasted two colonies using a Venn Diagram and then wrote about our diagrams. 
We are focusing on reading strategies for informational text such as marking up the text to dive 
deeper into the topics. The Celtics are learning about why we need rules and laws in our community.  
 
In Science, all students have used their observation skills to look at different specimens using 
microscopes! We looked at frog hearts, human skin, organs, and even bugs! Soon we will look at our 
own cheek cells and compare them to onion cells! 
 
Crimson has landed on the moon!  We have worked hard to learn about our solar system, with a 
focus on the moon. Students are building lunar colonies. STEAM week was a huge success for 
Crimson students.  They learned problem solving skills and how to work together in a group for the 
common good of their projects. They truly showed leadership skills.  
 
The Revs Team worked on building an understanding about the needs of living things and have 
observed the growth of plants they planted in order to investigate the factors that influence the life 
of plants. We have also worked on our reading fluency and understanding of non-fiction text about 
different animals that live on our planet. In PEERS, we are working on expanding our conversation 
skills by making sure we ask open ended questions and listen to what other people answer carefully. 
Making friends is easier when we find things in common!  
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Ms.Aguiar’s students spent a whole week doing a STEAM project, “plants in the Moon”.  They 
worked on variables and control doing experiments, and planted seeds in different locations to 
observe their growth rate. The seeds were planted outside, under a lamp, on the heater, and in the 
closet. They were very surprised that the seeds planted and kept in the dark (aka. closet) sprouted 
faster than the other locations. 
 
Level 1 ESL students with Ms. Lawrence are still working on our unit about school and family. They 
are learning vocabulary and practicing their reading, writing, listening and speaking skills During  
STEAM week, we worked on a project to build a lunar community and discussed topics such as 
water on the moon and light on the moon. 
 
Level 1 ESL social studies students with Ms. Lawrence have learned about vocabulary around the 
house and their place in the world. They are moving towards a mapping project where they will use 
technologies to create parts of Framingham.  
 
Level 2 ESL students with Ms. Lawrence have worked on a narrative writing unit. They have been 
learning and practicing nouns, adjectives and past tense verbs in preparation for their final writing.  
Students in Ms. Figueiredo’s Portuguese Language Arts classes are engaged in literacy instruction 
both at home and at school. They are  becoming purposeful, active readers since they are learning 
to use comprehension strategies to make meaning of texts and books they read. 
 
ESL Social Studies level 1 with Mrs. Machado’s class are taking their summative assessment of Unit 
1- My Family, My Community and My World.  For the test, students are practicing a test strategy - 
read the directions at least three times before asking for teacher’s help. They became very excited 
that most of them were  able to accomplish their task without asking for clarification. They also, 
finished their online map project about Fuller neighborhood after walking around the school to find 
out what is around school. 
 
ESL Language Arts level 1 with Mrs. Machado’s class took their summative assessment Unit 1- 
Welcome.  To attend students’ English acquisition level, the test is modified according to students’ 
abilities and skills in English.  To help students be prepared for ACCESS Test on January, they are 
taking this test online. In class, students are interacting with each other practicing their speaking 
skills, reading, and  writing using transition words. The students and I are very excited about their 
academic progress 
 
 
 

GOLD TEAM 
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AUTHOR VISIT 

The Student Support Team has been working with Carol Lieber, Engaging Schools, to develop a Youth 
Leadership program offered during WIN block.  The purpose of Leadership Class is to support students 
to develop and strengthen leadership and participation skills that they can utilize in their regular 
academic and elective courses.  Students will learn how to: 

• Encourage cooperation among peers. 
• Facilitate classroom circles. 
• Interrupt unkind words and actions. 
• Resolve conflicts and differences, and most importantly, 
• Lead by example.   

Each Trimester 40 students will participate in Leadership classes.  The Student Support Team is 
enjoying seeing all students discovering the leader within and how to work cooperatively with each 
other. A special thanks to Carol Lieber’s commitment to and enthusiasm for Youth Development.  

STUDENT SUPPORT TEAM 

Award winning author Matt de la 
Peña visited Fuller on November 2. 
He spoke for nearly an hour and 
answered several student questions. 
Fuller hosted a luncheon for de la 
Peña in the Fuller Library Media 
Center prior to his presentation. 

Matt de la Peña was introduced in English, Spanish, and Portuguese by Fuller students Joaquin Erasquin, Luis De 
Leon Flores, and Amanda Reis.  The students met and talked with the author prior to their introductions.  They 
also received signed copies of de la Peña’s YA novel, The Living. 



    The librarians in the district have purchased 
access to the Massachusetts Library System’s eBook and Audiobook Collection.  This is a great collection 
of young adult materials that can be accessed on electronic devices and computers for free. Please take a 
moment to check it out and encourage your child to use it.  You can access our collection by going to the 
library website (https://wkline2.wixsite.com/fullerlibrary).  

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

Circulations

2015-2016

2016-2017

2017-2018

2018-2019

CIRCULATION STATISTICS 
With over 1000 circulations this year, we 
remain on pace to reach our goal of 5000. 

BOOK FAIR 
Once again we had a successful Book Fair. We 
were able to reach a sales goal that allowed us to 
receive just over 900 Scholastic Dollars.  New 
books are here. Thanks to all students, staff, and 
parents who supported the fair. 

MR. KLINE RECOMMENDS… 

One of Us Is Lying by Karen M. McManus 

If you’re old enough to remember 
The Breakfast Club, then this 
book will seem almost nostalgic. 
It’s a murder mystery of sorts 
that will keep readers guessing to 
the end. 
 
This may appeal to 8th graders 
more than 6th graders. 

LIBRARY WIN GROUP 
I am working with a 
small group of 6th-8th 
graders in a STEAM 
WIN group. We are 
working with 3D 
printing, computer 
coding and more. 

3D printing in progress. 

FULLER MIDDLE SCHOOL  
LIBRARY UPDATE 

616.99/449 

Matt de la Peña speaks to 
Fuller students. 

https://wkline2.wixsite.com/fullerlibrary
https://wkline2.wixsite.com/fullerlibrary


Spooky Spectacular Dance 
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